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NEW DELHI: The lengths to which a government body can go to harass a whistleblower is evident from an RTI reply that discloses it paid Rs 69.24 lakh in lawyers' fees over an 18-month period and the bulk of the money went to Congress spokesperson Abhishek Manu Singhvi. 

Responding to whistleblower Abhijit Ghosh, Central Bank of India disclosed on July 1 that it had spent the money on lawyers from October 2008 to April 2010 in order to defend itself against a writ petition filed by Ghosh in the Delhi high court. 

Of the Rs 69.24 lakh spent on lawyers for about 20 hearings, Rs 48.50 lakh went to Singhvi, Rs 7.92 lakh to Ashok Bhasin and Rs 9.64 lakh to Vinay Sharma. 

Central Bank said its then chairman and managing director H A Daruwalla “approved” engaging the lawyers. It was against Daruwalla that Ghosh, then a general manager, complained about, among other things, putting pressure on borrowers to make huge donations to her alma mater. 

Bank hit back by suspending whistleblower 

New Delhi: The government paid lawyers a whopping Rs 69.24 lakh to defend the Central Bank of India against allegations levelled by whistleblower Abhijit Ghosh,an RTI reply has revealed.The banks then chairman and managing director H A Daruwalla is also alleged to have empanelled a travel agency in which her sister was employed and diverted bulk of the banks work to it.
As general manager of Central Bank,Ghosh filed the writ petition against his own organization in September 2008,a month after it had issued a chargesheet against him.The petition also followed the decision of the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) in July 2008 closing the complaint filed by him under the whistleblower regime alleging serious misconduct by Daruwalla.
Besides challenging CVCs rejection of his complaint,Ghosh asked the high court to quash the banks chargesheet and direct CVC to protect him from being victimized by Daruwalla.
The plea for protection is significant because,contrary to the 2004 Cabinet resolution on safeguards for whistleblowers,the then vigilance commissioner,Ranjana Kumar,is alleged to have compromised Ghoshs identity in the course of her meetings with Daruwalla.
After the high court stayed the chargesheet on the very first hearing of Ghoshs writ petition,Central Bank retaliated by placing him under suspension in October 2008 and issuing two more chargesheets.This prompted the high court to slap two contempt notices on the bank,leading to a bonanza for the lawyers engaged by it.
However,two days before his retirement in March 2010,Central Bank was forced to revoke Ghoshs suspension,thanks to intervention by the Department of Personnel and Training (DOPT) and the Banking Division of the Finance Ministry.
