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Please consider the following :

e Why countries which became independent with India in the forties have

marched far ahead.

These countries more or less overcame most of their basic problems such
as illiteracy, poverty, unemployment and health related etc., but even
after a span of almost sixty years, we have not been able to remedy our

problems.

System has become so corrupt that unless palms of officials are greased,

one can'teven get what is due to him legally.

It's difficult to live life with honor and dignity. Anti-social elements can

insultanyone any time with impunity.

The criminal justice system does not act unless bribe is paid at the police

stations however heinous the crime committed may be.

Most of the money meant for development schemes end up in the

pockets of corrupt government servants, politicians and middle men.
The corruptrule and the honestlive the life of humiliation and obscurity.

Instead of rule of law now it is the rule of a few individuals who control

the levers of power.

Every now and then, cases of corruption at the top levels are being
reported, but the culprits move around with impunity and shamelessly.

Protection is provided to these elements by those who run the show.

It is almost impossible for anyone to engage in any kind of trade,

occupation or business without paying Hafta, Goonda tax or Rangdari.

Do we lack Funds?

* According to available statistics, there is no paucity of funds to
tackle these problems.

* There is no need for any additional funds for bringing about
administrative and police reforms, and to make system citizen
friendly. We only need to check corrupt practices and

misgovernance eroding the system.

* According to one estimate, if only tax collection machinery
performs its duties honestly, additional Rs. Two lack crore would
be generated in the process every year, which is adequate to take
care of all the major infrastructure related problems such as
electricity, education, health services, roads, drinking water etc.

inaperiod of just about three years.

The root of this problem, therefore, lies in misgovernance,
irresponsible and unaccountable administration and
corruption. Unless they are dealt with sternly, it would be
difficult to arrest the situation.

Should we all sit back and helplessly watch this situation
deteriorate further?

Drawn from various walks of life, cross sections of society, they feel
deeply concerned at the sharp deterioration of probity in public life
associated with the fall in moral and ethical values and
demoralization of the public more specifically the youth. They have
put their minds together and decided to take collective affirmative
action to arrest this trend in the short run and reverse it in the long
run. The IRI seeks to focus public attention and mobilize public
opinion on ways and means to check corruption, lack of

accountability and inefficiency and ensure probity in publiclife.




